Concert Manager’s Report 2019
70th Anniversary Season
1st Concert: – Dona nobis pacem R V Williams, In terra pax : Finzi
Many thanks to Chris and Phil who were volunteered, by Liz White, to put up the staging. Their help meant we were finished and ready for rehearsal by 6.45pm with only the cross struts left to stabilise the back row. 
Lighting still a concern especially now that the orchestra have their lights. The Choir still have a problem of which the church is well aware and money raising is in hand to rectify this although it is a big expensive job and not likely to be solved in the near future. Apologies for the heating shutting off during the Saturday afternoon rehearsal; the cause was a stray code put in to cope with monthly Saturday Vintage and Craft Fair.
The Minster was cleared and returned to normal by 10.20pm – thanks to all who helped to return the church ready for morning worship. Unfortunately the percussion player’s van was blocked by restaurant owner car and it took a while to locate the driver before we were all able to go home.

Chorus numbered:
Soprano 23 
Alto13 

Tenor 11 
Bass 10 
Total 57

Lost property: 1 leather holdall with boxed music stand light (retrieved later).
Big orchestra, heavy sing,  ‘Beat, Beat, Drum’, fabulous sound.
2nd Concert:- Creation : Haydn   70th Anniversary Concert
This excellent concert was a fitting tribute to the founder of the society, Clifford Hartley.
The staging was erected, including chairs, by 6.40pm thanks to Liz White’s helpers. 
The pews and chairs were moved on Friday morning by Gordon (caretaker) and myself in preparation for the concert. We also cleared the dais in preparation for the staging and put out chairs : 4 rows of 3 in the North and South side aisles and 3 rows of 12 behind the back pew. A leaking water heater in ladies toilets was sorted by choral plumber Ms White.
Everything was cleared and the church returned ready for Sunday worship by 10.50pm – later than usual due to the longer concert.
Chorus numbered: 
Soprano 22 

Alto 15  
Tenor 12  
Basses 11 
Total 60

Lost property: 3 gloves
1 pr specs(claimed)
1 brolly (added to Minster collection of brollies!)

3rd Concert: 20th Century American Classics 22nd June Minster
Preparation for the concert:-  Gordon (caretaker) was on holiday in Benidorm, so I persuaded a certain Stephen Cox to help with the furniture moving ( he’s used to this as  he does something similar for St Aidan’s Church Hall!!). We moved 2 pews from each side to accommodate the smaller size of the orchestra. Chairs were put in 3 rows of 12 at the back of the Nave and in the side aisles 6 rows of 3 each side (most of these were not needed but at the previous concert there was a shortage of seats in the Nave). We moved the piano to the front in preparation for the hired piano coming and cleared the dais of church furniture. The hired piano arrived on Friday morning and was taken away Monday at 10.45am.The piano tuner duly arrived on Saturday morning to tune both pianos.

The chorus numbers were lower than previous concerts so I decided to change the stage set up. We left out the back row of staging (nicknamed the mantelpiece!!) which meant that no diagonal struts were needed – thanks to Mike who has fixed these struts for many concerts they may be needed again if the chorus size increases. The back black rails are designed to fit the back sections which are a different length to the first 4 rows of staging so thanks to ‘MRS WHITE’S BOYS’ for sorting it out, as it meant overlapping the rails. Despite these changes the staging was still completed by 6.30pm. This meant that the whole chorus was on the staging which gave more room on the front of the dais which was used by the young singers and percussion players.

Thanks to all who stayed behind at the end to dismantle the staging (back rails removed first) and return the church to set up for Sunday Worship - which was completed by 10.20pm.

Chichester Psalm words were very tricky especially for tenors and basses but we nailed it in the end.
The Chorus numbered 46 singers.
Soprano 20
Alto 10
 Tenor 8
Bass 8 
    and the Young Singers
Lost Property:
One makeup bag – recovered later by the soloist.

Observations from concerts/rehearsals

Please, please, please make sure you are not the one who holds up the choir when getting on and off the staging at concerts. At one concert a latecomer held up the whole chorus, making everyone late onto the staging – make sure it is not YOU!!  After the interval it is really necessary for everyone to be aware of the line they are in on the staging and their position in the chorus so that it looks professional when we return to the stage.

Please make sure you are:-


In the correct line  -  in the correct place  -  ready to move - ready to sit down when prompted.

It needs everyone’s full attention – the audience notice these things as it is their first view of the choir.
And – please don’t turn your backs to the audience – for obvious reasons!!
The 10min break during the Wednesday rehearsal seems to get longer each week. This needs to be tightened up as some people take no notice of the call back to rehearsal. Please return to your place ASAP after the bell/last orders.
Can anyone remember what was memorable about the Wednesday rehearsal on 5th December?

Reminder: It really is not necessary for bottles of water to be taken on stage for the concert.

Our continued use of the upstairs Choir Room for split rehearsals means that the Tenors and Basses learn the notes quicker and are warmer in winter!!.

Patrons pews/chairs

Although it was a good idea to replace the middle pews with more comfortable chairs this has not worked out in the long run due to the logistics of moving large solid oak pews back to their original place at the end of the concert. At one point we were moving 12 of these pews – this is just not physically feasible even with the trolleys.
Extra Events 70th Anniversary
Saturday 19th January 
Excellent Concert given by David and Chris Murray.
Saturday 9th February 
Singing Day - An Exploration of Creation led by Aidan Oliver

Aidan rehearsed the choruses and gave interesting insights into the composition of the work.
Friday March 1st 
Tenors Social Evening in the Phoenix  - great sing-a-long and guitar playing!!
Saturday 11th May 
Basses Whitburn Coastal Walk – Fish and Chips – Great weather after a week of rain. 
Great entertainment not mentioning the singing nuns.
Friday 7th June  

Sopranos Pie and Pea Night in Whitburn Parish Hall with fiendish Quiz.
Sunday 7th July 

Altos Tanfield Railway trip which I am told was a lovely event.

Unfortunately I was unable to attend.
‘Singing is good for you’; and we have done loads of that this last season. So be ready at the start of rehearsals/concerts, learn the music, watch the conductor, keep with the beat and follow the conductor’s interpretation in rehearsal and performance.

The Chorus members of the society at the last count consisted of 26 Sopranos, 15 Contraltos, 11 Tenors and 13 Basses a total of 65 with over 40+ members attending every event, and concert numbers varying from 46-60 – well done. I look forward to a challenging 71st season starting with St Nicholas : Britten; Beatus vir : Monteverdi, St John Passion : Bach, etc.
As always I would like to thank David and Eileen for their hard work and patience especially with the T & B learning of the Chichester Psalms. 
I would also like to thank everyone who helps set up & clear away for rehearsals and concerts in the Minster; we pride ourselves in leaving the Minster neat and tidy, ready for Sunday morning worship. With everyone’s help and the assistance of ‘Mrs White’s Boys’ we can setup and clear away in under an hour before and after each concert. This is a huge achievement and relies on all members to play their part even if it is only moving a few chairs – it all helps. 
Also thanks to those who make the rehearsal interval coffee; run the coffee mornings, organise the weekly raffle (You have to be in it to win it!!!), those who make the concert interval refreshments and Young Singers supporters, all those this year who arranged 70th Anniversary events, in fact everyone who mucks in and helps in any way - these things don’t happen by magic and all money raised keeps the society going, ready for its 71st Anniversary! 
David Cox
